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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

 
 

China is the world's most populous country, with a continuous culture stretching back nearly 
4,000 years. For centuries China stood as a leading civilization, outpacing the rest of the world in 
the arts and sciences. China is bounded to the north by the deserts of Mongolia, to the west by 
the inhospitable Tibetan plateau and the Himalaya, and to the east by the East and South China 
seas. China's 23 provinces 5 autonomous regions and 4 municipalities are governed from Beijing, 
along with some 5000 islands. Hong Kong and Macau have returned to the fold as Special 
Administrative Regions (SAR) China officially the People's Republic of China (PRC), has the 
third largest land area of any country on earth. Only Russia and Canada are larger. 
Topographically, China has a land area of 9,600,000 square kilometers (3,700,000 square miles)  
 
Coastal areas of the People's Republic of China comprise an area of approximately 346,983 
square kilometers with an 18,000 kilometer coastline stretching across tropical, subtropical and 
temperate zones from north latitude 20 to north latitude 40 degrees.  
 
Hainan is China's most souther province and the country's second largest island after Taiwan. 
Located in the South China Sea about 50 minutes south of Hong Kong by air, Hainan is 
separated from Leizhou Peninsula in China's Guangdong Province to the north by the 
Qiongzhou Strait, and Vietnam to the west by the Gulf of Tongkin. With a landmass of about 
34,000 sq km, Hainan Province is made up of Hainan, Xisha, Zhongsha and Nansha islands. 
The province has a total coastline of about 1,529 km and covers a sea area of about 2.1 million 
sq km. 
 
CLIMATE 
 
The climate for this Asian behemoth is understandably varied and ranges from bitterly cold to 
unbearably hot, and a whole lot in between. Your average winter day in the north might reach -
8°C (17°F) if you're lucky and yet sit in the low thirties (high eighties) in summer around July. 
The central Yangzi River valley area also experiences extreme seasonal temperatures. In the far 
south, the hot and humid summer lasts from April to September and, as in north China, 
coincides with the wettest weather. Typhoons can hit the southeast coast between July and 
September. The northwest experiences dry, hot summers, with China's nominated hottest place - 
Turpan - receiving maximums of around 47°C (117°F). Winters here are as formidably cold as in 
the rest of northern China. 
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Hainan Island has monsoon tropical climate with annual average temperature 22 Celsius ð 26 
Celsius and annual rainfall 1500-2000mm. More than 300 days of a year are sunny days.  
 
 
HISTORY 
 
Chinese claim a history of 5000 years. The first 
dynasty, the Xia, is yet to be archaeologically verified 
but is accepted as lasting from 2200 to 1700 BC, and 
is described in legends as having been preceded by a 
succession of god-like sovereigns who bestowed the 
gifts of life, hunting and agricultural knowledge. The 
existence of ensuing dynasties is similarly hazy, but 
clarity increases but clarity increases with each era, 
revealing agricultural societies who practised ancestor 
worship.  
 
  Chinese history could be divided into five major periods: 
 

¶ Pre-1840 (Imperial Education) 

¶ 1840-1949 (Opium War - P.R.C.) 

¶ 1949-1966 (P.R.C. - Cultural Revolution) 

¶ 1966-1976 (Cultural Revolution) 

¶ 1976-present (Post-Mao Reforms) 
 

The Zhou period (1100-221 BC) saw the emergence of Confucianism and the establishment of 
the 'mandate of heaven' whereby the right to rule was given to the just and denied to the evil and 
corrupt, leading to the later Taoist view that heaven's disapproval was expressed through natural 
disasters such as earthquakes, floods and insect plagues. 
 
The Chinese were united for the first time during the Qin dynasty (221-207 BC). The dynasty 
standardised the writing system and completed construction of the Great Wall. The ensuing Han 
dynasty (206 BC-AD 220) featured much military conflict and the creation of the Three 
Kingdoms. Curiously, these war-torn centuries also saw the flowering of Buddhism and the arts. 
 
Unity arose out of the chaos under the Sui dynasty (581-618) and was consolidated under the 
Tang (618-907), commonly regarded as the most glorious period of Chinese history. Military 
conquests re-established Chinese control of the silk routes and society was 'internationalised' to 
an unprecedented degree. Buddhism flourished under the Tang, splitting into two distinct 
schools: the Chan (Zen) and Pure Land (Chinese Buddhist). 
 
The Song dynasty (960-1279) was marked by a revival of Confucianism and urban and 
commercial revolutions - it was during the 13th century that Marco Polo commented on the 
grand scale of China's prosperous cities. Genghis's grandson Kublai Khan's Yuan dynasty (1206-
1368) established a capital at what is now Beijing and militarised the nation's administration. The 
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novice Buddhist Hongwu established the Ming dynasty (1368-1644), with capitals at Beijing 
('Northern Capital') and Nanjing ('Southern Capital'). 
 
The Portuguese were the first Europeans to arrive in China, anchoring off the coast in 1516. A 
trade mission was established in Macau by 1557, but it was not until 1760 that other powers 
gained secure access to Chinese markets via a base in Guangzhou. Trade flourished, but in 
China's favour, as British purchases of silk and tea far outweighed Chinese purchases of wool 
and spices. In 1773 the British decided to balance the books by encouraging the sale of opium. 
By 1840 the Opium Wars were on. 
 

Modern history 
 
The first half of the 20th century was a period of utter chaos. Intellectuals searched for a new 
philosophy to replace Confucianism, while warlords attempted to grab imperial power. Sun 
Yatsen's Kuomintang (KMT, or Nationalist Party) established a base in southern China and 
began training a National Revolutionary Army (NRA). Meanwhile, talks between the Soviet 
Comintern and prominent Chinese Marxists resulted in the formation of the Chinese 
Communist Party (CCP) in 1921. Hopes of the CCP aligning with the KMT were dashed by Sun 
Yatsen's death and the rise from the KMT of Chiang Kaishek in Beijing, who favoured a 
capitalist state supported by a military dictatorship. 
 
The communists were split between those who focused on urban revolt and those who believed 
victory lay in uniting the countryside. Mao Zedong established his forces in the mountains of 
Jinggang Shan, and by 1930 had marshalled a guerrilla army of 40,000. Chiang mounted four 
Communists extermination campaigns, each time resulting in communist victories. Chiang's fifth 
campaign was very nearly successful because the communists ill-advisedly met the KMT head-
on in battle. Hemmed in, the communists retreated from Jiangxi north to Shaanxi - the Long 
March of 1934. En route the communists armed peasants and redistributed land, and Mao was 
recognized as the CCP's paramount leader. 
 
The PRC began its days as a bankrupt nation, but the 1950s ushered in an era of great 
confidence. The people were bonded by the Korean War, and by 1953 inflation had been halted, 
industrial production was restored to prewar levels, the redistribution of land had been carried 
out and the first Five Year Plan had been launched. The most tragic consequence of the Party's 
dominance was the 'liberation' of Tibet in 1959. Beijing oversaw the enforced exile of the 
Tibetan spiritual leader and initiated the genocide of a precious culture. To this day hundreds of 
monasteries still lie in ruins. 
 
The next plan was the Great Leap Forward, aimed at jump-starting the economy into first-world 
standards. Despite oodles of revolutionary zeal, the plan was stalled by inefficient management, 
coupled with floods, droughts and, in 1960, the withdrawal of all Soviet aid. The Cultural 
Revolution (1966-70) attempted to draw attention away from these disasters by increasing Mao's 
personal presence via his Little Red Book of quotations, the purging of opponents and the 
launch of the Red Guard. Universities were closed, intellectuals were killed, temples were 
ransacked and reminders of China's capitalist past were destroyed. 
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Beijing politics were divided between moderates Zhou Enlai and Deng Xiaoping and radicals 
and Maoists led by Mao's wife, Jiang Qing. The radicals gained the upper hand when Zhou died 
in 1976. Hua Guofeng, Mao's chosen successor, became acting premier. Public anger at Jiang 
Qing and her clique culminated in a gathering of protesters in Tiananmen Square, and a brutal 
crackdown led to the disappearance of Deng, who was blamed for the 'counter-revolutionary' 
gathering. Deng returned to public life in 1977, eventually forming a six-member Standing 
Committee of the CCP. 
 
Deng at the helm, and the signing of the 1984 Sino-British Joint Declaration, China set a course 
towards economic reconstruction, although political reform was almost nil.   
 

Recent history 
 
With the handover of Hong Kong and Macau, China's 'one country, two systems' plan shifted 
up a gear. Jiang Zemin's leadership charted a new course based on economic growth; overseeing 
the admission of China into the World Trade Organisation and guiding Beijing to success in the 
2008 Olympics bid. His successor, Hu Jintao is set to follow the path of economic 
modernisation more aggressively still. Continued civil rights abuses, official corruption and the 
stagnant rural economy are the sharpest thorns in the country's side, but membership of the 
World Trade Organisation is a great leap forward - though probably not one Chairman Mao 
would have envisaged. 
 
The biggest barrier to the 'One China' model is the tiny rogue island of Taiwan, which has 
agreed in principle to the model but paradoxically interprets it in its idiosyncratic, Taiwanese 
way. China has retorted with rhetoric about 'brothers and sisters' and, just to prove that all 
families have their problems, have backed it up with a show of military muscle. It's the 
equivalent of a Chinese burn administered by an older and stronger brother. 
  
ECONOMY 
 
In the 1950s, a majority of economic 
activity was brought under state control, 
which then determined production, pricing, 
and distribution of goods and services. 
Since the founding of New China, especially 
in the 20 years after the start of reform and 
opening to the outside world in 1978 China 
has made great achievements in economic 
construction and social development. 
Chinese leadership began moving the 
economy from a sluggish, inefficient, 
Soviet-style centrally planned economy to a 
more market-oriented system.  
 
In the 13th National Congress of the CPC, held in 1987, adopted the strategy of three stages for 
China's economic construction, first, doubling the GNP of 1980 to end shortages of food and 
clothing. Second, quadrupling the GNP of 1980 by the end of the century, this was achieved in 
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1995, ahead of schedule. Third, the Chinese government worked out the Ninth Five-Year Plan 
for National Economic and Social Development and Long-Term Objectives for the Year 2010. 
The objectives for the year 2010 are to double the GNP of 2000 so that the people will enjoy 
even more comfortable lives, and bring a more or less complete socialist market economy into 
being. 
 
The structural changes gave increased authority of local officials and plant managers in the 
industry, permitted a wide variety of small-scale enterprises in service and light manufacturing. 
Due to its increasing openness to foreign trade and investment, in 1999, China stood as the 
second-largest economy in the world after the USA, although in per capita terms the country is 
still poor. Agriculture and industry have posted major gains especially in coastal areas near Hong 
Kong and opposite Taiwan and in Shanghai, where foreign investment has helped spur output 
of both domestic and export goods.  
 
China has become the globe's most attractive commodity market. China had remained only as a 
huge "potential market" for a long time, but now, along with the sustained, rapid economic 
development, China has become the most vigorous "actual market" in the world. Chinese 
products have kept moving to the world, while large quantities of foreign products have also 
been pouring into China 
 
Major industrial products are textiles, chemicals, fertilizers, machinery (especially for agriculture), 
processed foods, iron and steel, building materials, plastics, toys, and electronics. Most of the 
agricultural production is restricted in the east. China is the world's largest producer of rice and 
wheat, among cash crops, China ranks first in cotton and tobacco and is an important producer 
of oilseeds, silk, tea, ramie, jute, hemp, sugarcane, and sugar beets. 
 
POLITICS 
 
China is a one-party state, dominated by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), which came to 
power in 1949 when it defeated the Kuomintang (Nationalist Party). Since 1979, China has 
undergone profound economic reform under Deng Xiaoping's reform program and 'open door' 
policy. This has resulted in an unprecedented rise in living standards and prosperity. Presently, 
political reform is not on the Chinese leadershipõs agenda. 
 
With a population officially just under 1.3 billion and an estimated growth rate of about 1%, 
China is very concerned about its population growth and has attempted with mixed results to 
implement a strict family planning policy 

 
CULTURE 
 
China considers their unbroken tradition of art as one of 
the central achievements of Chinese culture, and art of 
various kinds has always been held in high regard. In 
earliest times, the most important art forms were jade 
carving and the casting of bronze vessels, often made for 
burial in royal tombs.  
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LANGUAGE 
 
Chinaõs language is officially Mandarin, as spoken in Beijing. The Chinese call it Putonghua. 
About 70% of the population speak Mandarin, but that's just the tip of the linguistic iceberg. 
The country is awash with dialects, and dialects within dialects - and few of them are mutually 
intelligible. Of the seven major strains, Cantonese is the one most likely to be spoken in your 
local Chinese takeaway. It's the lingua franca of Guangdong, southern Guangxi, Hong Kong and 
(to an extent) Macau. 
 
RELIGION 
 
Confucianism, Buddhism, Taoism (no stats available); Islam (14 million), Christianity (7 million) 
 
YOUTH  

Chinaõs youth culture is dynamic and spectacular in 
many ways: It is a marketplace going through 
seismic shifts, modernization, and vast cultural 
changes. 

Young people in the Peopleõs Republic of China are 
experiencing new ideas and influences and adopting 
and morphing new trends faster than any other 
culture as consumerism continues to flourish. The growing middle class of the 1.3 billion people 
now have more than $3.3 trillion in spending power, which makes this market the most sought 
after in the world. 

USEFUL INTERNET LINKS 

¶ http://www.travelchinaguide.com/essential/bring.htm  
¶ http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations/north_east_asia/china/  
¶ https://www.china-ambassy.org  

People's Republic of China's Embassy:  Official info on land and resources, 
administrative divisions, history, population and ethnic groups, political system, structure 
of the state, political parties and social organizations, foreign policy, tourism, and sport 
in China. 

 

 

 

http://www.travelchinaguide.com/essential/bring.htm
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/destinations/north_east_asia/china/
http://www.china-ambassy.org/
http://www.china-embassy.org/
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ABOUT HAINAN   

Historically, Hainan was a backwater of the Chinese empire, a miserable place of exile 
and poverty. When Li Deyu, a prime minister of the Tang dynasty, was exiled to Hainan 
de dubbed it ôthe gate of hellõ. Purportedly, only 18 tourists came to Hainan of their own 
volition during the entire Song, Yuan and Ming dynasties (almost 700 years!) Thatõs 
about the rate per second during winter nowadays.  

The entire island of Hainan was established as a Special Economic Zone in 1988, and 
quickly emerged as an enclave of free market bedlam operating on the periphery of the 
law. Despite the once heady economic climate, the capital Haikouõs skyline today is 
punctuated with the shells of unfinished construction, testament to the fickleness of 
investors and financial overreaching.  

Climate 

Hainan is the southernmost of tip of China, and 
can be relied upon to be warm, even when the 
rest of china is freezing.  Even in winter, 
average temperatures of 21 degrees prevail the 
yearly average is 25.4 degrees. From as early as 
March through to November, the weather 
becomes hot and humid.  

Typhoons can cripple all transport and 
communication with the mainland. They usually descend on the island between May and 
October, and there has been at least one every year for the last 50 years. 

Language 

Hainanese is a broad term for the bakerõs dozen local dialects of Hainan Min (Itõs known 
by many other names), most of which are also spoken in Guangdong. It also has a large 
population of Hakka speakers. 

Population and People 

Thirty-nine minority groups live on 
Hainan, including the original 
inhabitants of the island, the Li and 
Miao, who live in the dense tropical 
forests covering Limuling Shan 
(Mother of the Li Mountain Range). 
The Li probably migrated to Hainan 
from Fujian 3000 years ago and today 
number one million on the island.  
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Despite a long history of rebellion against the Chinese, the Li aided the communist 
guerrillas on the island during the war with the Japanese. Perhaps for this reason the 
islandõs centre was made an ôautonomousõ region post-communist takeover.  

The Miao people spread from southern China across northern Vietnam, Laos and 
Thailand. In China they moved south into Hainan as a result of the Chinese emigrations 
from the north, and now occupy some of the most rugged terrain on the island. Today 
there are some 60 000 Miao living on the island.  

The coastal areas of the island are populated by Han Chinese. Since 1949, Chinese from 
Indonesia, Malaysia and later, Vietnam have settled here. 

Wenchang 

Wenchang, to the east of Haikou on the northeastern corner of the island, is the centre 
of Han settlement and the place where standard Hainanese is spoken. It is also one of 
the main sources of Hainanese migration overseas. She is the home of a famous chicken 
dish and the Song sisters, Meiling and Qingling, the wives of Chiang Kaishek and Sun 
Yatsen. Besides, itõs the Dongjiao Yelin coconut plantation, with cool, inviting pathways 
and glorious beaches that make Wenchang attractive. 
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ABOUT THE WENCHANG OVERSEAS EXCHANGE ASSOCIATION (WOEA) 
 

The Wenchang Overseas Exchange Association is a semi-governmental association created by 
the Foreign Affairs Office of the Peopleõs Government of Wenchang City to foster international 
relations and exchange with like minded official organisations and NGOs. 
 
As soon as the program starts, that is the first volunteers will have signed up for the WOEA 
programme, an WOEA-ICYE office will be set up at the youth centre and a young, dynamic; 
full time staff will be hired. 
It should be noted that although the WOEA has little  experience is managing long-term 
individual volunteer stays, it has a good deal of experience in developing and maintaining 
international relations ( town twinning, reception of foreign delegations) and have previously 
arranged short term youth volunteer camps (mainly with young volunteers from Singapore).  
 
The WOEAõs relation to the official supervisory body and its good offices is a guarantee for 
what concerns relations with most of the work placements and the local authorities.  
 
ABOUT ICYE AND WOEA 
 
As result of collaborative agreements established between the ICYE Federation and the WOEA 
( March 2006) in the initial phase of cooperation the WOEA will be mainly receiving volunteers 
through : 
 
· Short-term volunteer exchange ð below five months 
· Long-term volunteer exchange ð from 6 to 12 months 
 
The WOEA expressed its interest, at a later stage to also send young Hainanese abroad through 
ICYE, and also to consider offering short-term Cultural Volunteering Immersion Programme 
(CVIP) combining 3 weeks to 5 months volunteering with cultural, study, rural home stays and 
responsible travel opportunities. 

MAIN ELEMENTS OF THE PROGRAMS 

 

SHORT-TERM VOLUNTEER EXCHANGE (below five months): 
 

¶ Pick up from Haikou international airport 

¶ 2 Days Orientation Accommodation in a small hotel in Wenchang -  
o Presentation of aims and structure of WOEA as      
o Short introduction to China, Hainan and Wenchang:      
o Practical Information and Arrangements: 
o 2/3 hours of Chinese and Hainan dialect language  
o Sightseeing and exposure tour in Wenchang  
o Visit to Host Placement(s) 

¶ 1- day Final Evaluation 

¶ On-going support to volunteers and host placements  

¶ Drop off at Haikou international airport  
 



 
  

NATIONAL PROFILE 

CHINA     2006-2007 

  

 

Page 12 

Starting dates: 
 

The WOEA can start receiving short term volunteer on an ongoing basis, as of 1 January 2007.  
 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Sending organizations should provide WOEA with the following 
information, at least one month prior to volunteerõs arrival: 
· Volunteerõs application duly filled in and with picture 
· Surname and name of volunteer 
· Nationality and Gender 
· Place and date of Birth 
· Confirmed arrival schedule, clearly indicating day and time or arrival, flight number 
· Duration of volunteering period from/to 

Host Placements 
 

WOEA offers the following host placements for short-term (and also long-term volunteers) are: 

¶ Middle and High Schools 

¶ Kindergarten 

¶ Home for the Elderly 

¶ School for the Blind 
¶ Youth Center  

 

For more detailed information about the host placementõs location, aims, main activities, 
volunteer tasks and accommodation arrangements, please see the attached document: 
òHainan - Wehchang Host Placements Descriptionsó  
 

Visa 
 

Short term volunteers who will stay in China up to  2 or 3  months have to apply to the nearest 
Chinese Consulate and request a one-entry visa , which is valid for 30-day stay. Prolongations 
will be made by the WOEA with the local immigration authorities. 
The cost of the one-entry visa is around 30 Euro. 
 

Volunteers staying in China for longer than 2 or 3 months will receive an official invitation from 
the WOEA for a non-business long-term visa (varying according to the length of the program. 
 

Please note that Pocket Money for short term volunteers is not provided by the WOEA & 
ICYE programme.  
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LONG-TERM VOLUNTEER EXCHANGE ( from 6 to 12 months) 
 

¶ Pick up/drop off  from/at Haikou international airport 

¶ Food & Lodging (mainly Residential Live-in at Project)  

¶ Local Transportation to the Volunteer Site  
¶ 5-day Orientation, 30 Hours Language Course, 2-day Mid-year Camp, and 2-day 

Final Evaluation 

¶ Support and Supervision  during the program 

¶ Monthly Stipend for incidental expenses (22 Euro or RMB 220) 

   
  
Starting dates: 
 
JANUARY 2007      AUGUST 2007   
Window dates: 12-14 January     Window dates: 20-21 August   
Starting date: 15 January    Starting dates 23 August   
     

Host Placements 

 
WOEA offers the following host placements for long-term volunteers: 
 

¶ Middle and High Schools 

¶ Kindergarten 

¶ Home for the Elderly 

¶ School for the Blind 
¶ Youth Center  

 
For more detailed information about the host placementõs location, aims, main activities, 
volunteer tasks and accommodation arrangements, please see the attached document: 
òHainan - Wehchang Host Placements Descriptionsó 

 

Visa 

 

Long-term volunteers will receive an official invitation from the WOEA for a non-business 
long-term visa (varying according to the length of the program). With this invitation letter they 
should apply to the nearest Chinese Consulate and request a one-entry non-business visa. the 
WOEA office will take care of needed visa prolongation(s) and registration at local immigration 
authorities for the residence permit. 
 
Visa fee may vary from Consulate to Consulate. 
 

  
POCKET MONEY 
 
Exchangees coming to Wenchang City will receive a monthly pocket money of  
Yuan (RMB)  220 .  
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The money will be directly given to the volunteers  in Wenchang. The amount is not much but it 
is enough if you donõt buy a lot of souvenirs or make many trips.  
 
Below is a list of prices for everyday expenses: 
 
Loaf of Bread                2 or 3  yuan 
Coke                             3 yuan 
Cheap Dinner               16 yuan 
Beer                               5  yuan 
T-shirt                           40 yuan 
By three wheels motorcycle     4 yuan 
Movie    10 yuan 
Postage(to Europe)        15  yuan 
Coffee                            2 yuan 
Milk                               2 yuan 
Hamburger                     8 yuan 
Cigarettes                      10 yuan 
Shoes                         100 yuan 
Hotel                            50 yuan 
Massage                          25 yuan 
Newspaper                    2 yuan    
 
TRAVELLING 
         
Exchangees may travel ONLY during weekend, official holidays, or their free time. If you do, 
please make sure to inform your host family/work place and the ICYE/WOEA office of where 
you are going and when you will be back beforehand.  
 
MENTOR SYSTEM 
 
Volunteers will be paired to students from HAINAN FOREIGN LANGUAGES COLLEGE. 
You will be  able to contact them for  help, information,  just a talk or a walk to get to know  
Wenchang culture and places.  WOEA will introduce you to one or several mentors.  
 
USEFUL CHINESE TERMS 
 

How are you? (Ni-hau Ma?) 

 

One of the most useful phrases in Mandarin Chinese is ò Ni Hau ma? ò This inquiry is mutual 

when strangers are introduced and is also a friendly greeting exchanged every time people who 

already know each other meet again, no matter how often.  The response is ò Hen hau, sye sye 

ni!ó (Very well, thanks)   
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Mandarin syllabels in Yale Romanization English 

Ni ĞhauĞ How are you ? 

Dzau an Good morning! 

WanĞan Good evening! 

Dzai Jyanῃ Good-bye 

Sye ῃsyeῃ Thanks 

BuʇKeʈchiʈ YYouõre welcome 

Shr ʈdeʖ Yes 

Buʇ shr ʈdeʖ NO 

Dweiʈ Right 

Bu ʇdweiʈ Wrong 

Dweiʈ buʈ chiʄ Excuse me 
Iõm sorry 

Dwo shauʄ chyanʇ How much 

Hwo ʄche janʈ Train station 

Gung che janʈ Bus station 

Jing ʄchaʇ jyuʇ Police station 

 

OTHER PRACTICAL INFORMATION 
 

INJECTIONS AND MEDICINES 
 

There are no major dangerous tropical illnesses in Hainan. That doesnõt mean you canõt get sick 
and it also doesnõt mean that you shouldnõt take any precaution.  
You may take some medicines along that help against mosquito bites, upset stomach, etc.  
 
CURRENCY, EXCHANGING MONEY AND SAFETY 
 

The national currency is the Chinese YUAN or (RMB).  
The current exchange rate is  8 (RMB) for 1  USD and  10 (RMB) for 1 Euro. 
 

It is recommended to bring ATM or (internationally accepted) cheques along and they can be 
exchanged for cash in all major cities. It takes a little time as all banking matters are relatively 
slow. All exchange is done at the banks; there is no black market for money. 
Since accommodation and food is being included you will not need much cash; donõt carry it 
around then except for what you need. China is rather safe but obviously everybody will notice 
you as a foreigner. Be careful in taxis and buses; like in any country, these are the places to watch 
out. 
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CLOTHES 
 

Although Chinaõs dress code is quite informal, you are supposed to wear light and dress a little 
on the conservative side; so no shorts or T-shirts during the working hours; keep that for the 
beach. 
 

WHAT TO BRING 
Please bring the following items: 
 

¶ Phrasebook and/or Chinese-English dictionary 

¶ Sports shoes and clothes for hiking, sports, and other outside activities 

¶ Sleeping bag (a thin one, as it is very warm) and pillow case 

¶ Swimsuits: in Hainan, women swim in a t-shirt and shorts; be modest 

¶ Mosquito repellent containing DEET 

¶ Hat, sunglasses and sunscreen 

¶ Toiletries and towel 

¶ Medicine as you think necessary 

¶ Notebook and pen 

¶ Pictures of family, friends, country to share with fellow volunteers and Chinese people 

¶ Cooking recipes and other ideas for sharing your culture 

¶ Flashlight 

¶ Musical instruments 

¶ Ideas for games and songs to help teach English 

 

RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR PARTICIPANTS 
 
We want to learn from you!!  To this end, we need to create an atmosphere in which 
open dialogue is possible and to agree to certain guidelines throughout the year.  
This success of the exchange year will depend very much on YOU and your attitude.  
Like any program, there are limitations, rules and regulations which have been 
established to enable us to accomplish the goals of the ICYE program TOGETHER.  
Please read the following rules carefully and then return your signed agreement. 
 
TO: EXCHANGEES TO CHINA        
FROM: ICYE TAIWAN 
 
1. I will not have a paying job. 
2. If I you would like to drive a motorbike or a car, I am aware that I will have to seek 

permission from the WOEA/ICYE office, and  that I will have to sign a declaration 
whereby I will take the responsibility in case I will have any traffic accident  driving a 
motorbike or driving a car during you exchange year. 

3.   I will attend all required WOEA- ICYE activities (language camp, Mid-year camp and  
Final camp). 
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4. During the exchange years, I will all time behave under the legal status, which is 

according to the laws of my host country ð PR of China  
5. I will leave China at the end of the exchange year, unless I can have another resident 

permit on my own. 
6.  I will not use illegal drugs. 
7. I will pay for all telephone calls that I make and I will respect the rules for telephone use 

at my host situation and volunteer workplace. 
8. Agreements made between the exchangee and the volunteer work placement  must be 

kept.  I will respect and follow the rules of the workplace.   
9. I understand that a change of host placement or host family will not be made during the 
first three months except in cases where the exchangeeõs welfare is in threatened.   

10. When changing host situation, WOEA-ICYE will work with the exchangee to find a 
suitable new placement.  The exchangee must be prepared to accept the new host 
situation found by WOEA -ICYE . 

11. I understand that the ICYE programme is neither a tourist nor a travel agency 
programme.  I may travel for no more than four weeks.  ICYE only allows independent 
travel in the last month / 2 weeks (for 6-month program) of the exchange year.  If I 
travel to another country, I will have to fill the necessary form and send it to ICYE -
WOEA  at least one month earlier before I leave.  

12. If I choose to return to my home country before the end of the exchange year (before 
July/Jan for 6-month program), I understand that I will not receive any travel month 
money, and not be permitted any independent travel.  Besides, I should fill the necessary 
form and send it to WOEA -ICYE at least two months earlier before I leave. 

13. I must inform WOEA -ICYE  staff when I go abroad.  
14. WOEA -ICYE can not host any visitor that may visit me during my exchange year, or 

kindly make alternative arrangement for my visitor.  Also I do not make my visitorõs 
arrival to coincide with the planned program of ICYE.   

 
 
I have read and understood the above rules and agree to obey them. 
 
 
Name: _____________________ Home country: ____________________ 
 
Home country address: __________________________________________ 
 
Signature: __________________________ Date: ____________________ 
 
 
Please return this contract to the WOEA -ICYE office before travelling to China. 



 
  

NATIONAL PROFILE 

CHINA     2006-2007 

  

 

Page 18 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

WENCHANG OVERSEAS EXCHANGE ASSOCIATION 
 

Director : Mr. Yan Lian 
Vice Director / Person in charge of the WOEA-ICYE Program: Mrs Chen Zhu  
 
Visitorsõ Address:  
The Office-Block of Wenchang Municipal Peopleõs Government Hainan Province  
 
Tel. & Fax  : +86-898-63330321 
Chen Zhuõs mobile phone: +86-138-76155509 
 
Email: chenzhu668@sohu.com  

mailto:chenzhu668@sohu.com

